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unity of the man's nature, for all its richness, has
fallen somewhat out of sight in the pressure of
new information and the apologetical ceremony
of biographers. Mr. Carlyle made an inimitable
bust of the poet's head of gold ; may I not be
forgiven if my business should have more to do
with the feet, which were of clay ?

YOUTH.

Any view of Burns would be misleading which
passed over in silence the influences of his home
and his father. That father, William Burnes, after
having been for many years a gardener, took a
farm, married, and, like an emigrant in a new
country, built himself a house with his own hands.
Poverty of the most distressing sort, with some-
times the near prospect of a gaol, embittered the
remainder of his life. Chill, backward, and austere
with strangers, grave and imperious in his family,
he was yet a man of very unusual parts and of
an affectionate nature. On his way through life
he had remarked much upon other men, with more
result in theory than practice; and he had reflected
upon many subjects as he delved the garden. His
great delight was in solid conversation; he would
leave his work to talk with the schoolmaster
Murdoch; and Robert, when he came home late